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McKinsey estimates that 
digitisation will 
potentially add 1 trillion 
EUR to the GDP in 
Europe

Importance of Digitisation

Source THHINK
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Digitisation is Transforming the Economy
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Connecting Fragmented Initiatives
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Map of Initiatives
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• A key element of the DEI is concerted action to strengthen Europe’s 
leadership position in digital technologies and digital industrial platforms 
across value chains in all sectors of the economy

The Commission proposes the following actions:

• Reinforce the role of public-private partnerships (PPPs) as coordinators of 
EU-wide R&I effort, national initiatives and industrial strategies by 
focusing on key technologies and their integration including through large-
scale federating projects

• Focus a significant part of the PPPs and national investments on cross-
sectorial and integrated digital platforms and ecosystems, including 
reference implementations and experimentation environments in real-
world settings 

WG2 - Platforms
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• Research and development of technology and systems building blocks: addressed 
through better alignment of national RD&I programmes, both with each other and 
with EU programmes around strategic priorities established in PPPs

• Development, validation and piloting of digital industrial platforms: addressed 
through co-investment in large-scale integration, testing and experimental facilities 

• Roll-out of digital industrial platforms: addressed through co-investment in large-
scale deployment actions (support to first production, infrastructure, etc.) 

WG2 – Platforms – Bridging the Gap to Solutions
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Budget

• 300 MEuros allocated in 2018-2020 for Platform Building

• Each project will be about 15MEuros

Areas

• Digital Manufacturing Platforms, e.g. Plug and Produce Equipment 
Platforms

• Agricultural Digital Integration Platforms

• Smart Hospital of the Future & Smart and Healthy Living at Home

• Internet of Things for Energy : Smart Homes and Grids

• 5G for Connected and Automated Driving

• Also considering Construction Sector – looking for money for this

New Calls for Platform Building
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• Platforms, Pilots, Ecosystems and Standards – All depend 
on federation. Need to link all 4 of these together to be 
successful in proposals.

• Want to lead towards future global standards

• Want European actors to join together

• Want strategic initiatives from the constituency. 
(Expectation is that they will only receive a few proposals 
for each area - If get too many proposals then they are 
not strategic). 

• Want piloting using existing infrastructure. Want to see a 
leveraging factor (factor x10)

What is EC looking for in proposals?
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• What topics need to be addressed at a European level with coordinated 
funding?

• What topics would benefit from being addressed at a National/Regional 
Level?

• Where do topics fit, e.g. CPS, IoT, Big Data, 5G or other labels? 

Key Questions for Future Programmes


